
The PanoramicTour of Efes  

 

5 November 2016 

 

09:00 Departure from the conference center 

Professional and experienced licensed guide during the tours. 

Transportation by a comfortable AC non smoking Luxurious car / Van with 

professional driver. 

18:00 Returning to the hotel 

Price: FREE 

 

 

During the Tour will visit the Historical Places 

Ephesus 

House of Virgin 

Sirince Village 

 

 

Note: Only, the museums entrance fee and lunch will be paid by the 

participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Ephesus 

 

Ephesus was founded as an Attic-

Ionian colony in the 10th century BC on 

the Ayasuluk Hill, three kilometers (1.9 

miles) from the centre of ancient 

Ephesus (as attested by excavations at 

the Seljuk castle during the 1990s). The 

mythical founder of the city was a 

prince of Athens named Androklos, who had to leave his country after the 

death of his father, King Kadros. According to the legend, he founded 

Ephesus on the place where the oracle of Delphi became reality ("A fish and 

a boar will show you the way"). Androklos drove away most of the native 

Carian and Lelegian inhabitants of the city and united his people with the 

remainder. He was a successful warrior, and as a king he was able to join 

the twelve cities of Ionia together into the Ionian League. During his reign 

the city began to prosper. He died in a battle against the Carians when he 

came to the aid of Priene, another city of the Ionian League. Androklos and 

his dog are depicted on the Hadrian temple frieze, dating from the 2nd 

century. Later, Greek historians such as Pausanias, Strabo and Herodotos 

and the poet Kallinos reassigned the city's mythological foundation to Ephos, 

queen of the Amazons. The Greek goddess Artemis and the great Anatolian 

goddess Kybele were identified together as Artemis of Ephesus. The many-

breasted "Lady of Ephesus", identified with Artemis, was venerated in the 

Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the World and the largest 

building of the ancient world according to Pausanias (4.31.8). Pausanias 

mentions that the temple was built by Ephesus, son of the river god 

Caystrus, before the arrival of the Ionians. Of this structure, scarcely a trace 

remains. 



2. House of Virgin 

 

The house  of Virgin which is located on 

the top of the "Bulbul" mountain 9 km 

ahead of Ephesus, the shrine of Virgin 

Mary enjoys a marvelous atmosphere 

hidden in the green. It is the place where 

Mary may have spent her last days. 

Indeed, she may have come in the area 

together with Saint John, who spent several years in the area to spread 

Christianity. Mary preferred this remote place rather than living in crowded 

place. The house is a typical Roman architectural example, entirely made of 

stones. In the 4th century AD, a church, combining her house and grave, 

has been built. The original twostored house, which consisted of an 

anteroom (where today candles are proposed), bedroom and praying room 

(Christian church area) and a room with fireplace (chapel for Muslims). A 

front kitchen fell into ruins and has been restored in 1940's. Today, only the 

central part and a room on the right of the altar are open to visitors. From 

there one can understand that this building looks more like a church than a 

house. Another interesting place is the "Water of Mary", a source to be found 

at the exit of the church area and where a rather salt water, with curative 

properties, can be drunk by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Sirince Village 

 

Şirince was settled when Ephesus was 

abandoned in the 15th century but 

most of what one sees today dates 

from the 19th century. There is a story 

that the village was settled by freed 

Greek slaves who named the 

village Çirkince to deter others from 

following them. The village's name was changed to Şirince (meaning 

"Pleasant") in 1926 by the governor of Izmir Province. In the 1990s the well-

known Istanbul linguist Sevan Nişanyan and his wife Müjde Tönbekici settled 

in Şirince, which had been semi-derelict since the 1923 population exchange 

between Greece and Turkey. They were instrumental in having the village 

declared a national heritage site, and they undertook to renovate ruined 

historic houses using the original materials and building techniques of the 

village.Several of the renovated village houses were eventually converted 

into a highly acclaimed Hotel de Charme. by the name of the Nisanyan 

Houses. After 2006 Nisanyan collborated with Ali Nesin, a prominent 

mathematician and philanthropist, in developing the Nesin Mathematics 

Village near Şirince. Constructed strictly along the lines of traditional Aegean 

rural architecture, the village offered summer courses in college-level and 

postgraduate mathematics. It attracted prominent lecturers from around the 

world, accommodating over 300 resident students by summer 2013. 
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